HINDUISM,    OLD   AND   NEW
are not Hinduism except in so far as they happen to be in
India.   But Hinduism is the most tolerant and absorptive
of all the great religions, and the more unsophisticated
.forms of Hinduism vary greatly from place to place.
The imagination of generations of mankind has invented
all sorts of ceremonies and festivals, formalities and forms
of worship, and these contain an amazing assortment of the
good and evil, sincere and sinister, uplifting and degrading.
At the " Holi " festival, for instance, you go about splashing
dye over your friends, and it is considered auspicious to
shout out obscene remarks. Go to another festival and
you will find intense devotion and an abhorrence of any-
thing that is not in the best of taste. In Travancore, at
many of the temple festivals, the fascinating, and really
artistic, " Kathakali" 1 is the chief show. Actors are
trained from their infancy in this art, which consists in
interpreting the Hindu legends by means of signs made by
the face and fingers. The expressiveness by which they fit
their gestures to the words chanted behind them by a soloist
is equalled only by the effectiveness of the scene. A few
lamp-stands, with blazing wicks and voluminous smoke,
provide the footlights. The costumes are gorgeous and
quaint, in design not unlike the royalties of playing-cards,
but with immense golden hats such as one sees in the
images of the Hindu gods. The stories depicted by
Kathakali are the legends of Hindu mythology in which
these gods and demi-gods are the protagonists. Like the
Tibetan devil-dances, Kathakali is informative, and was
intended to show to masses of illiterate people the religious
stories they could not read for themselves. In these days,
a great many more people are literate, especially in the go-
ahead State of Travancore, but Kathakali remains, and
long may it flourish, for it is a truly artistic form of enter-
tainment, found nowhere in the world save on the Malabar
coast of India. But popular Hinduism is not always so
artistically or so innocuously interpreted. As would be
1 Pronounced KMdhakully.
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